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September 2010  
 
 

Lutheran Church 
Women Meeting 

 

“Adventures in China” 
by Sue Schneider 

 
Thursday, September 2nd, 2:30 p.m. 

Parish Hall 

 

 

 

 
Lutherfest Chairpersons 

Planning Meetings 
 

Wednesday, September 8th 

7:00 p.m., Parish Hall 

 

Wednesday, September 22nd 

7:00 p.m., Parish Hall 
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SUNDAY’S COOL — MONTHLY THEME 
WE HAVE THE FRUIT INSIDE US! 

Hope you didn’t miss … 
 

 Last month we celebrated the 

gifts of the Holy Spirit and how they 

are special gifts to us and how we can 

use them. We played games and had a 

special ―Fruit Surprise Day!‖  

 If you were not able to join us we 

missed you and hope to see you this 

month. 

 This Month …   

 

We will hear about how God created 

the world just for us. What was the 

world like before Creation? How spe-

cial was it when God made the earth 

for us?  

 Come join us as we begin the new 

school year with our Sunday’s Cool 

Month…The Beginning! 

Coming Up ! ! 
 

¶ Sunday, September 12th:  Welcome to our 

new pastor, Pastor Jonathan Mielke! 

¶ Sunday, September 26th: Sunday School 

Opening led by the 4th, 5th, 6th grade; Marketplace 

Open 

¶ Sunday, September 26th: Celebration Sun-

day — We will share what we have learned about 

Creation with the church and the congregation dur-

ing the 10:30 a.m. worship service 

Something New 
 

 We received a dona-

tion of several computers 

for our Sunday’s Cool 

program. The new lab 

has been moved to what 

was the adult Sunday 

School room. Adults will 

now meet in the library.  

 Come see all this 

new equipment and how 

we can enjoy God’s 

Word in this special way! 

Bible Bucks are for all ages 
  

 Some of the older youth have expressed interest in 

the Bible Bucks program and they are welcome to be a 

part of it as well. Anyone who comes to Sunday’s Cool 

and can learn the monthly Bible verse can participate 

(and those are just some of the ways you can earn the 

Bible Bucks). In November and December the plan is to 

have some Christmas gifts that you can buy with the 

bucks you have earned. 

Special Dates 
 

¶ Labor Day:  September 6th 

¶ Grandparentsô Day:  September 12th 

¶ First Day of Autumn:  September 23rd 
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NEWS FROM THE GOD SQUAD 

Calendar of Events 
 

5th  No Meeting—Labor Day Weekend! 
12th  6:00 p.m. Meeting with Bible Study 

19th  2:30 p.m.  (NOTE time) meet and help with 

     Nursing Home Worships 

26th  6:00 p.m. Backwards Night –Wear shirts  

     inside out, caps inside out, walk in 

     backwards, etc. 

Special day … special time 
 
 On Sunday, September 19th, we will meet at the 

church at 2:30 to help our new pastor, Pastor Mielke, 

with the nursing home worship services at Steven’s 

Nursing Home and Yoakum Nursing and Rehab.  

 We will assist with worship, visit with those resi-

dents who attend, and hand out a special gift to the resi-

dents.  

 Following the two worship services, bring a little 

money so we can have a drink or snack together. We 

should finish about 5:30 p.m. 

Can You Talk Backwards? 
 
 If you can, it would be a big help during our time 

together on Sept. 26th! That night we can be a little crazy 

as we have some fun being ―backwards‖.  

 Backward Night is a night to be creative in how you 

can do things backward …  like wearing your shirt or 

cap backwards or inside out, walking backward, etc. Be 

creative! Then we’ll learn how this relates to the Bible. 

 ―26th the on then you see will we!‖ (read it back-

wards) 

NOTE FROM FORMER INTERIM PASTOR JOHN K. STERN 

 "Karen and I 

thank you so very 

much for your 

generous gifts, 

special "award", 

and your heartfelt 

expressions of 

love and appre-

ciation. The fare-

well dinner and 40th Anniversary of 

Ordination lunch was just great. We 

are so glad that we were able to share 

that special time with you.  

 We are so very grateful for the 

beautiful laptop computer. It will be a 

constant reminder of Holy Cross Lu-

theran Church.  

 We were so very blessed by your 

friendship, wonderful spirit, joyful hu-

mor and partnership in the Gospel of 

our Lord Jesus Christ! We talk about 

you often and pray for the Holy Spirit 

to lead and guide you and bless and 

prosper you. We trust that you will be 

empowered in your ministry as you 

dedicate yourselves to be vital, dy-

namic disciples as the people of Holy 

Cross Lutheran Church.   

 Thank you for a great Interim Min-

istry! God bless you. Pastor and Karen 

Stern" 

Remember to pray é Pray daily, pray without ceasing. 
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SECRETARY’S VACATION 
September 12th ð 19th 

 

Office hours for that week: 
9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Closed at noon for lunch. 

 

Call Pastor Mielke, Terry Carmichael or  

a Council member in case of an emergency. 

NOTE FROM PASTOR JONATHAN W.MIELKE 

  Yes, I have a more 

recent photo, but I 

wanted to use this one 

to point out how things 

can change and yet re-

main the same. First, I thank God that 

you have extended me the call to 

serve as your pastor. This call means 

a change for all of us. As I write this 

article Vicki and I are busy packing 

up twenty-six years of belongings to 

move to Yoakum, along with starting 

to do the fix-ups needed to sell our 

house. 

 Second, this change means new 

challenges and new opportunities for 

all of us in ministry to the community 

of Yoakum, which makes me excited.   

In the months ahead, we will get to 

know each other. I plan to do that first 

before I suggest any changes if they 

are needed to enhance our ministry. 

You will find that I enjoy a good 

tease now and then - growing up with 

three brothers that was one of the 

ways we said we cared. 

 Due to a planned trip to Ohio to 

visit family, I will not officially start 

as pastor until Sunday, September 

12th. This will delay making our new 

church home Holy Cross. Through all 

the years, I have learned that there is 

always a home at a Lutheran church; 

people who are loving and under-

standing, people of great joy in the 

love of the Lord for each of us. That 

fellowship always stays the same. 

 The above photo was taken in 

1960.  Mrs. Riley had taken the Jr. 

Luther League fishing. Things can 

change and will, but there are those 

things in the midst of change remain-

ing the same.  

 Through the many changes of the 

years, I am looking forward to that 

same ministry, joy and fellowship in 

the Lord together.  Pastor Mielke  

OFFICE CLOSURE NOTICE 
 

September 6th — All Day 
In recognition of Labor Day 

 

September 13th — Afternoon 
The carpet will be professionally cleaned. 

This will NOT affect Golden Nuggets! 
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7TH ANNUAL LUTHERFEST 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17 

 
 

Chairpersons’ 
Meetings 

 
Wednesday, September 8th 

7:00 p.m., Parish Hall 

 

Wednesday, September 22nd 

7:00 p.m., Parish Hall 

 

Wednesday, October 6th 

7:00 p.m., Parish Hall 

 

Live Auction Items 
 

 We need auction items as listed in the enclosed flyer. Please take items 

to the church, Wanda Kaiser’s beauty shop, Sandra Steinmann’s office 

(Housing Authority/Gibson Center) or Manetta’s House. If taking to 

Manetta’s, please call first at 293-2710. 

 If you need someone to pick up the 

item(s), please call Sandra at 293-6453 or 

293-0022 or 741-2351. If bringing an item 

on Saturday, please call Sandra to tell her 

what the item is so that a ticket can be 

made ahead of time.  

 Only items we know about ahead of 

time will be accepted on Sunday, or the 

item will be placed at the end of the auc-

tion.  Thank you. 

Meal Tickets 
 

Picnic StewðSausage 

& all the trimmings! 
 
 Meal tickets are now for sale. 

For a $7 donation, you get picnic 

stew and sausage with all the 

trimmings. 

 

Members: Please pick up at least 

10 tickets (or more!) to purchase 

or sell around the community 

from the office. Spread the word! 

―No–Bake‖ Sale  
 

 Don’t want to bake your own cakes for Lutherfest? … Then let 

the Holy Cross Youth Group do it for you.  

 Under the supervision of parents, the youth will bake your two 

cakes for a donation of $10 each and deliver the cakes to the Com-

munity Center, with your name on them. Call Sharla Pohl at 293-

5241 (work) or 293-1506 (evening) to place your order.  

Cakes / Candy 
 

 Kathy Hall is in charge of 

cakes and will call everyone. 

But if anyone would like to 

make a specialty cake or home-

made candy, please let her 

know at 293-2515. 

Silent Auction Items 
 

 We are looking for smaller items to put in the silent auction … 

Collectibles, jewelry, purses, toys, gift baskets, etc. When bringing 

these items on Saturday, please leave your name so that we know 

who donated that item. If you do not 

want your name on it, please mark it 

―Angel.‖  

 Please make sure that these are 

items you would want to buy. We are 

not looking for garage sale items. If the 

item is gently used, please clean it. If 

not, it will be returned to you. 
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RECOGNITION GIVEN TO …  

Birthdays  

1 Earl Bland 

 Adrienne Vesely 

3 Evelyn Chumchal 

 Daniel Vinklarek 

 Tammi Dixon 

4 Grace Sweeney 

 Scott Zaruba 

5 Peggy Chumchal 

 Sherri Kusak 

6 Martha Lehnert 

 Minnie Pietsch 

 Sandra Steinmann 

8 Dennis Dedear 

 Diane Worthy 

9 Loraine Monse 

 James Faltesek 

10 Dianne Zaruba 

 Linda Schmidt 

 Linda Mainz 

11 Carolyn Frank 

 Debra Vahalik 

12 Angie Meyer 

 Patrick Frank 

 Trey Meyer, III 

13 Kevin Schneider 

 Erica Haas 

 Megan Martin 

 Jillian Pohl 

14 Martin Goetz 

 Cody Bennett 

15 Sydney Kaiser 

 Dolores Cretors 

16 Stephanie Moore 

 Cynthia Smith 

 Jace Knocke 

17 Nancy Migl 

 Gordon Macha 

18 Scott Chandler 

19 Allen Winkenwerder 

 Lillian Muenich 

21 Walt Hairell 

23 Lisa Schneider 

 Daniel Alvarez 

24 Weldon Kaiser 

25 Austin Norman 

26 Rosa Lee Findeisen 

 Beverly Bland 

27 Ronnie Biehunko 

 Henry Wieting, Jr. 

 Jensen Stasa 

28 Robert Manning 

30 Stephanie Almand 

 David Schneider 

Baptismal Anniversaries 
?? Ronnie Biehunko 

1 Luella Vahalik 

 Leroy Mueller 

 Brian Schoenemann 

 Brenna Bland 

2 Nathaniel Lancaster 

5 Jennifer Lehnert 

 Audra McCabe 

6 Hildegarde Garrett 

8 Shelly Hanson 

9 Donna Hagens 

 Annika Ward 

 Michaell Vahalik 

10 John Thomas Kelley 

 Laurel Susan Kelley 

11 Joshua Mainz 

 Gregory Vahalik 

 Kayla Vahalik 

12 Summer Zaruba Patton 

 Justin Pisciotta 

14 Scott Gasch 

 Karie Jacob 

 Amy Simecek 

15 Ehren Cretors 

 Eric Soehnge 

16 Rhonda Faltesek 

20 Allan Gasch, Sr. 

 James Faltesek 

24 Samantha Cretors 

25 Doris Zimmerman 

26 John Rudolph 

27 Betty Borchers 

 Judy Cretors 

28 Judy Rosentreter 

29 Rita Walicek 

 Stephanie Moore 

 Megan Hanson 

30 Thomas Bland 

Wedding Anniversaries 
1 Elmo & Wanda Kaiser 

3 Ronnie & Carolyn Jacob 

6 David & Joan Smith 

7 George & Nancy Migl 

9 Gerry & Georgie Clark 

10 Jimmy & Marsha Machacek 

15 Robert & Sandra Kidd 

18 Phillip & Tammy Steinmann 

19 Leonard & June Hagens 

20 Monroe & Betty Rathkamp 

26 Raymond & Sandra Tate 

30 Mitchell & Irene Harbus 

 Walt & Meredith Hairell NEWSLETTER DUE: SEPT.20 

IN REMEMBRANCE 

 David Charles Langhoff, 

born Dec. 12, 1960 passed away 

Monday, August 9, 2010. He is sur-

vived by his parents, John & Kathryn 

Langhoff, sons Preston Charles Lang-

hoff and Clayton William Langhoff, 

brother John Allan Langhoff and 

wife, Nancy, and sister, Laurie Lang-

hoff Kurtz and husband, Christopher, 

and nephews and cousins. 

 David will be remembered for his 

kind gentle spirit and for his willing-

ness to always help a friend in need. 
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¶ Virginia Putnam 

¶ Clarence & Myrtle Zinke 

¶ Bobby Bland 

¶ Bud Weiser 

¶ Mikal Gasch 

¶ Melvin & Manetta Hairell 

¶ Autry Haskell 

¶ Joyce Brennan 

¶ Cain Wyatt 

¶ Evelyn Schneider 

¶ Marvin Pekar 

¶ Bud Weiser 

¶ Suanne Henze 

¶ Gerry & Georgie Clark 

¶ Alice Leist 

¶ Barbara Crout 

¶ Patrick Mosmeyer 

¶ Jonathan Dolton 

¶ Sean Deboy—Deployed to Af-

ghanistan 

¶ Joel Almand & His Platoon—

Stationed in Afghanistan 

¶ Our Soldiers and their families 

PRAYER CONCERNS  

 

 The 12 men in Jesus’ inner circle of followers had a 

variety of backgrounds, but most of their occupations 

are unknown. Which combination of jobs, listed below, 

correctly matches two of Jesus’ disciples.  

 

A. Fisherman and Doctor 

B. Fisherman and Tax Collector 

C. Carpenter and Tax Collector 

D. Fisherman and Farmer 
 

(Hint:  See Matthew 4:8 and Matthew 10:3) 

 Good-bye summer! Hello new 

school year! This is a time for great 

excitement and anticipation. 

 Children are very interested in 

learning about their environment and 

the people around them. So this 

month at Lord’s Little Angels we will 

explore their ―Wonderful World.‖ the 

children will learn how special and 

unique they are. In Bible focus, we’ll 

reinforce that healthy self-image by 

learning that Jesus loves us just as we 

are. We will talk about family and 

friends and the many ways God cares 

for us. We will learn what God’s 

Word has to say about making good 

choices with friends. Then we will 

focus on schools and neighborhoods 

as the children identify important peo-

ple and places in their community. 

Our Bible focus will help us to see 

that God’s Word teaches us and we’ll 

look at how God wants us to treat our 

neighbors.  

 Thank you to Linda and Gary 

Colman for the donation of sand for 

our playground, and to Chase Farmer 

for repairing our swings and mounting 

a basketball goal to the playground 

canopy. The children have really en-

joyed these improvements to the play-

ground! Thanks, also, to Mr. Putnam 

for bringing some books for the class-

rooms. 

 We are in need of two new 

bouncers for our infant room, new 

paint smocks, and pullover bibs. If 

you can assist us in getting any of 

these items, please call me. Your con-

tinued interest and support of Lord’s 

Little Angels is greatly appreciated by 

the staff and especially the children.  

  

I am still looking for a 

piano playing volunteer! 

NEWS FROM LORD’S LITTLE ANGELS 

CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS:  
Oil 

 In the Old Testament, oil symbolized consecration 

to God. The temple alter and kings’ heads were anointed 

with oil.  

 In the New Testa-

ment, oil often repre-

sented the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus and his followers 

were anointed for their 

ministries. (see Luke 

4:18 and Acts 10:38) 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Monthly Meeting 
September 2nd, 2:30 p.m. 

―Adventures in China‖  

by Sue Schneider  

 

 

Bible Study 
No Bible Study this month.  

We should resume in October. 

 

 

Quilting  
Sept. 13 & 23 — 9 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Thank You 
¶ Thank you to Edwin and Sandra 

Steinmann for donating the meat 

for Pastor Stern’s farewell & ordi-

nation celebration. Also, thank you 

to Edwin for preparing the meat and 

to Sandra Steinmann for her set-up/

tear-down and for organizing the 

volunteers. 

¶ I would like to thank all the workers 

who helped make Pastor and Mrs. 

Stern’s dinner a success. The ladies 

of Lutheran Church Women who 

made cakes and the Hickeys. Carol 

Pugh and Linda Schmidt who 

helped me decorate. The tea and 

kitchen helpers and clean-up help. 

God bless each of you and thank 

you again.  ~ Sandra Steinmann 

 

Southwest Texas Synod 
Installation Announcement 

 

Kara Hairell Clark 
(daughter of Melvin & Manetta Hairell) 

 
has been called to serve as an Associate in Ministry 

by Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Pflugerville, Texas 

 
She will be commissioned on 

September 19, 2010 at 3:00 p.m. 
 

All are welcome. 

LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 
 The Lutheran Church Women 

met on August 5, 2010 with 31 in at-

tendance. 

 The devotional was given by 

Aileen Boening taken from ―Chicken 

Soup for Gardener’s Soul‖ entitled 

―Hugs from Heaven.‖ The program 

for August was to visit Parsonage #1 

and see the remodeling. 

 Dorothy Mgebroff, Dolores 

Sengelmann, Liz Ewing, Lillian Man-

tey and Barbara Kaiser were given 

birthday recognition. 

 The minutes of the previous 

meeting were read and approved as 

corrected. The treasurer reported the 

balance for July was $913.54 

 Committee reports:  funerals—

1—Gladys Morgan, Card remem-

brance-no cards.  Peggy Oliver volun-

teered to send cards.  LWR-August 

9th and August 26th.  More batting is 

needed and will be ordered.  

 Old Business:  Beverly Rudolph 

gave a report for the new LCW Con-

stitution.  The committee is composed 

of Deloris Gaus, Dolores Sengel-

mann, Beverly Rudolph and Jean 

Shindler. Beverly Rudolph discussed 

numerous changes in the new consti-

tution. It will be handed out at the 

next meeting.   

 A thank you was given to Deloris 

Gaus who did the computer work. 

 New Business:  A donation was 

taken up for a baby quilt that would 

be given to Pastor Stern. Doris Weiser 

made the quilt. Jean Shindler made a 

motion if the there is not enough 

money given to the donation the 

LCW Women would pay the differ-

ence.  Kathering Petering seconded 

motion. Motion carried. The quilt will 

be given to Pastor Stern at his going- 

away luncheon. 

 Announcements: Pastor Stern’s 

going away luncheon after the 10:30 

service on August 8th.  Sylvia said the 

parsonage is complete and will be 

open for the congregation to see.   

 Hostesses were:  Shirley Bland, 

Chp., Betty Rathkamp and Iris Riske. 

 The next meeting will be Septem-

ber 2, 2010 at 2:30 pm with the pro-

gram: ―Adventures in China‖ by Sue 

Schneider. 

 The meeting adjourned with the 

Lord’s Prayer. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTE SUMMARY  
AUGUST 19, 2010 

 Gery Maneth opened the meeting 

with a devotional titled ―Thanks-

giving Day Every Day‖ followed by 

prayer. 

 The July 15th minutes were read 

and approved.  

 Lord’s Little Angels enrollment is 

64. The children are studying Jonah 

and Daniel. About 50 attended Open 

House on August 5. 

 Sharla Pohl presented the treas-

urer’s report. The following items 

were also discussed: 

1. Renewal of Pitney Bowes 

postage meter. It was agreed 

to purchase a scale for $40 

rather than renew the postage 

meter contract. 

2. Pest control contracts. 

 Following discussion, the report 

was accepted.   

 Terry Carmichael’s report was 

accepted.  

  

Report of Standing Committees: 

 

Property ï There are $55,549 of cur-

rent costs of renovation expenses to 

Parsonage 1. There is approximately 

$1,225.00 of outstanding bills. 

Tommy Barre will secure bids for 

repair of parking lot pot holes. The 

office carpet will be cleaned for 

$206.70.  

 

Personnel ï Tom Kelley and Linda 

Schmidt met with Pastor Mielke and 

negotiated a compensation package. 

This package was presented to and 

accepted by Council. 

Unfinished Business: 

1. Allen Dieringer and Jim Pohl 

continue to discuss and research 

additional options for the multi-

media set-up. 

2. Installation of newly constructed 

highway signs was discussed. 

3. Lutherfest chairpersons met.  

Meal tickets are ready and raffle 

tickets should be ready next 

week. 

4. Eight individuals will attend the 

LCMC convention in New Braun-

fels Saturday 

 

 The meeting adjourned. 

General Fund  
Balance Report 

 
Feb 2010  $345.99 

March 2010 $10,784.44 

April 2010  $14,324.23 

May 2010  $14,662.76 

June 2010  $21,636.44 

July 2010  $16,597.90 

GENERAL FUND REPORT 

$0.00

$10,000.00

$20,000.00

$30,000.00

Feb-10 Mar-10 Apr-10 May-10 Jun-10 Jul-10

Feb-10 Mar-10 Apr-10 May-10 Jun-10 Jul-10

Offering Rec'd$20,283.17$26,760.55$21,804.62$20,889.58$23,697.39$17,682.34

Disbursed $23,072.51$16,943.25$18,526.06$20,580.11$16,759.42$22,754.13

Six Month General Fund Report
Total amount  

disbursed was 

$5,71.79 less 

than what we 

brought in for 

the month of 

July 2010.  

 Various committees are writing 

the church budget for the coming 

year. They are placing their trust in 

God and believing in our members 

and friends to support the church’s 

ministry. Let us all show our faithful-

ness with good stewardship through 

our time, talents, and treasures. 

BASIC STEWARDSHIP 



 

CONTACT US: 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
605 US Hwy 77A S 

PO Box 647 
(Ph) 361-293-3033 
(fax) 361-293-5471 

www.holycrosstx.org 
staff@holycrosstx.org 

 

OFFICE HRS: 
 

Mon-Thur 8 am²5 pm  
Fri 8 am²4 pm 

OUR SHUT-INS & 
NURSING HOME RESIDENTS 

 These shut-ins would gladly take phone calls or visits from our 

church family. Also, please remember them in your daily prayers. 

Home Shut-Ins 

Julia Bernshausen 

Grady & Lorine Glass 

Viola Hagens 

William & Adele Hahn 

Florine Harwood 

Jane Hill 

Charlotte Kuester 

Julius & Inez Marburger 

Esther Walicek 

E. V. ―Bud‖ Weiser 

Clarence & Myrtle Zinke 

 

 

 

Stevens Nursing Home 

Mary Haas 

Ruby Flessner 

Bernice Laufer 

Martha Lehnert 

Minnie Pietsch 

Hulda Roden 

Evelyn Schneider 

 

 

Yoakum Nursing  

Annie Mae Barcak 

Sophie Wood 

 

 

Todayôs Assisted Living 
Alice Witte 

 

 

Hallettsville Nursing  

& Rehab 
Clifton Long 

Allen Winkenwerder 

 

 

Home Wood-Victoria  

Lorene Leister 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 647 
Yoakum, TX  77995 

Return service requested 


