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February 2010  

Lenten Schedule 
 

Ash Wednesday Services 
Wednesday, February 17 

10:00 a.m., 7:30 p.m. 
 

Join us at 6:30 p.m. for the Lenten Meal  

 

Lenten Meals & Worship 
February 17, 24  &  March 3, 10, 17, 24 

6:30 p.m., worship to follow 

All are welcome! 
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SUNDAYõS COOL  ñ FEBRUARY  
FAITH  IN  GOD  

Hope you didnôt miss é 
 

 We began the month with LOTS 

of praise in the form of our ñRally 

Day Again!ò celebration on Jan. 3rd. 

We enjoyed games and activities 

based on the stories we have heard or 

will hear in Sundayôs Cool. Then we 

began our study of the Psalms con-

centrating on  Psalm 23 as the back-

drop to learning about worship and 

praise of our Lord. We used the 

handbells as we will prepare a song 

to do at our Celebration Sunday on 

Jan. 31st.  It should be a great time 

for everyone so lets Rally around our 

church and bibles! 

This Month  
 
We will look at how the faith of the 

prophet Elijah inspired others to be-

lieve in God. Our primary story will 

be how he affected the lives of the 

widow of Zarephath and her son but 

we will, also, see how he used his 

faith in God to show the prophets of 

Baal that God is more powerful than 

Baal and they should not have faith 

in Baal. We will be making some 

things with food this month as well 

as seeing the story in video, using the 

computer to hear and experience the 

story, and making a special craft 

about the story and our faith. 

Coming Up ! !  

Sunday, January 31st, 10:30 service:  
We will share our handbell song, ñThe 23rd Psalmò 

with the congregation 

Sunday, Feb. 21st, 10:30 service: Chil-

dren are invited to come forward for a story time 

with Terry. 

Sunday, February 28th:  1st, 2nd, 3rd 

graders lead Sundayôs Cool opening 

Sunday, February 28th:  Celebration Sun-

day  during Sundayôs Cool 

June 28thðJuly 2nd:  Day Camp!!  Mark 

the date on your calendars now! 

 We have two classes for adults each Sunday morn-

ing. Elaine Albrecht meets with a group in the Lordôs 

Little Angels building and Bill Haas leads a class in the 

upstairs room by the old original staircase.  

 God always has something to say to you through his 

scriptures no matter how old or young you are. Come 

see what these classes have for you!  

Donõt forget, Adults é  

Attendance  

   1st-3rd  4th-6th  Confirmation  
12/20  No ClassesðProgram held on Saturday 

12/27  No ClassesðChristmas Vacation 

1/3       5      4     7 

1/10      3      4    Pastor Out 

1/17      4       5     6 

Memory Verse: 

 

So the woman said to 

Elijah, ñNow I know 

that you are a man of 

God, and that the word 

of the Lord in your 

mouth is truth.ò 

 

1 Kings 17:24 
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NEWS FROM  THE  GOD  SQUAD  

February Schedule  

6th, 7th  ñSuper Bowl of Sharingò (bring quarters 

 for Haiti!) 

7th   4:45 p.m.  Super Bowl Party at Terryôs House ï 

     bring drinks and snacks 

14th NO MEETING ïValentineôs Day ï spend it with 

loved ones! 

17th  Ash Wed. - We provide Lenten Meal for church 

20th Saturday, 7:30 p.m.ðLock-in, games and fun 

21st NO MEETING ï due to Lock-in Sat. 

28th 6:00 p.m. Meeting with fun Bible Study/Games 

Super Bowl of Caring  
Feb. 6th & 7th ð Quarters for Haiti  ð All Services 

 The youth wish to invite the congregation 

to save their quarters and bring them to the 

worship services on the weekend of the Super 

Bowl Feb. 6th and 7th. We will have big ñSoup 

Bowlsò out for you to drop your quarters into. 

 All proceeds go towards helping those 

affected by the earthquakes in Haiti. If you 

saw the recent article in the paper, these will 

be turned over to Coach Crain and the Fel-

lowship of Christian Athletes group at the Jr. 

High to assist with their project to help those 

in Haiti. So start saving those quarters now. 

Super Bowl Party  
Feb. 7th ð 4:45 p.m. 

 We did this last year and had a 

lot of fun. So é here we go again! 

 If you want, join us at Terry & 

Susan Carmichaelôs home at ap-

proximately 4:45 p.m. Bring some-

thing to drink and snack on (weôll 

have some too) and we will watch 

the game. For those not interested 

in the game, other games and fun 

activities will be available. 

 Come! Letôs have some fun 

together. 

Youth Barbeque Plans Underway  
Saturday, March 20th, in the Evening 

 Our annual Bar-B-Que will be held 

Saturday, March 20th in the evening at 

the Community Center Kitchen Drive 

Thru. Please note the change in day 

and the mealtime from last year. Tick-

ets are $7.00 and the meal includes 

chicken, potatoes, and green beans. 

Desserts will be sold extra. Tickets will 

go on sale soon.  These funds help 

make our summer camping possible 

and will, also, help with our Summer 

Coast Trip and Service Project. 

Lock -In  
Saturday, Feb. 20th, 7:30 p.m. 

 We will have a Lock-in on Saturday, Feb. 20th be-

ginning at 7:30 p.m. in the Youth Building.  

 Bring the usual: sleeping bag and things needed for 

the evening, change of clothes for Sunday morning, 

drinks and snacks to share with others, running shoes, 

bible, and a stuffed animal to talk and share about.  

 We will end after church on Sunday. 

We Provide the 
Ash Wed. Meal  

 We will provide the meal for the 

Feb. 17th Ash Wednesday Lenten 

Meal. We traditionally provide the 

soup, salad, and sandwiches for this 

first Lenten supper and we will have 

the sign up for this soon.  

 We usually feed close to 100 peo-

ple that night. Please bring yourself 

and the food to the Parish Hall by 

5:45 p.m. so we will be ready to serve 

the meal at 6:30. 
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CONGREGATIONAL   
MEETING  

Sunday, February 21  
Following 10:30 a.m. worship  

GREETINGS FROM  INTERIM  PASTOR  JOHN  K. STERN 

When I turned 

the calendar to 

February there 

were a couple 

things that 

jumped out to 

me. The first is 

that big date 

circled with a 

big red heart called Valentineôs Day 

(Sunday, February 14) and the sec-

ond was the one with the smudge of 

ashes called Ash Wednesday 

(February 17). I thought of how the 

two could be related and John 3:16 

came to mind as we affirm the won-

derful that ñGod so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son so that 

everyone who believes in him may 

not perish but may have eternal 

life.ò Yes, God ñsent the Son into 

the world not to condemn the world 

but in order that the world might be 

saved through him.ò And we know 

what that meant: ñHe has saved and 

redeemed meéhe has freed me 

from sin and death and the power 

of the devilénot with silver or gold 

but with his holy and precious 

blood and his innocent suffering 

and death.ò Godôs love has been 

shown in this way: Christ Jesus died 

for our sins. Godôs love in Jesus 

Christ and our repentance, our trust-

ing in Godôs grace for sinners, our 

being welcomed back like the Father 

welcomed back the prodigal son in 

the parable of Jesus -thatôs how the 

two are connected. Thanks be to 

God. 

 I encourage you to be sure you 

participate in one of the Ash 

Wednesday services (10am or 

7:30pm) as we enter into the Passion 

of our Lord and reflect on all that he 

has done ñfor us and for our salva-

tionò. The Imposition of Ashes re-

minds us of our sins and need for 

repentance, for our coming to God 

with contrite hearts. The ashes re-

mind us that in Christ Jesus and his 

cross, our sins are forgiven. We sin 

and fall short!  But God, in his 

mercy, forgives the sins of all who 

cling to the cross of Christ and trust 

entirely in his sacrifice of atone-

ment. I look forward to joining with 

you on Ash Wednesday ï and then 

in the following Mid Week Services 

for Lent each Wednesday night. 

That is where I came among you last 

year and it is kind of hard to believe 

that it will soon be a year since I 

began as Interim Pastor for Holy 

Cross. This year we will walk the 

entire Lenten journey together ï 

from Ash Wednesday through Holy 

Week and to Easter. 

 I would like to thank you for 

your concerns, prayers and many 

expressions of support for my shoul-

der surgery at the beginning of Janu-

ary. I get to discontinue the sling 

here in the first couple weeks of 

February but the physical therapy 

will continue for a while I am told. 

As you well know from your own 

experiences, these things shape who 

we are, calls upon our faith, in-

creases our empathy and shows us 

how valuable the expressions of con-

cern, prayers and well wishes of oth-

ers are for our moving forward. 

Thanks for your kindness. 

 Last, in reflection on the vote of 

the congregation of Holy Cross to 

begin the process of withdrawing 

from the ELCA, I want to express 

my appreciation for how well you as 

a congregation are doing in making 

difficult decisions that affect the fu-

ture of Holy Cross so profoundly. 

Next comes a time for the Bishop of 

our Southwestern Texas Synod to 

confer with the congregation. I en-

courage you to openly welcome that 

conversation and have opportunity 

to dialog together about how this 

decision affects Holy Cross. Then 

the second vote takes place. If the 

resolution to leave the ELCA again 

passes with the required vote, the 

withdrawal will then be ratified. I 

plan to be your Interim Pastor until 

that time as we keep focused on 

Godôs call to be his church in mis-

sion and in ministry.  As you pray, 

ask for clarity, wisdom and discern-

ment in the leading of the Holy 

Spirit for Holy Cross, for the Call 

Committee, and for the pastor that 

God is preparing for his calling to 

come to Holy Cross. 

My daily prayer for you is 

that the gifts of Christ ï Peace, Joy 

and Abundant Life ï will be yours in 

an ever increasing and greater meas-

ure in your life! 

 

Pastor Stern 

GOLDEN  NUGGETS 

Monday, Feb. 1st  
11:30 a.m. ???  

Join us!  
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NEWS FROM  LORDõS LITTLE  A NGELS 

 The New Year is off to a great 

start. We continue our Bible focus 

this month with the Beatitudes at 

Canaan, healing a blind man, and 

bringing a little girl back to life. 

The lesson is when we put our faith 

in Jesus, nothing is impossible! 

 Also this month, with Valen-

tines Day and discussing love, we 

will talk about how Godôs love for 

us is the best love. We will also 

learn about ways to show the peo-

ple we love that we care by doing 

kind actions. The children will have 

a Valentines party on February 12. 

 We are also welcoming anyone 

interested in being a Friend of 

LLA. If anyone has some time peri-

odically or talents to share, weôd 

love it ð reading to the kids, com-

ing to play piano for a sing-along, 

simple cooking projects with the 

pre-K classes, extra chaperoning on 

field trips, for class parties or water 

days in the summer ð almost any-

thing that you enjoy doing that you 

think our kiddos might enjoy as 

well. Volunteering doesnôt have to 

be daily or weekly, or even on any 

kind of set schedule. Just whenever 

you have some spare time that you 

would like to share with us, give 

me a call to set it up.  The staff and 

I appreciate it so much, and the 

kidôs love it! 

 We are in need of cribs and 

crib mattresses. If anyone has a 

gently used crib or mattress you 

would like to donate, please let me 

know. Thank you! 

 Three youth attended the gathering in Austin this year. They had a 

great time as we worshipped together and worked at the local Austin 

Goodwill store. They had a great musician named Peder Eide (pronounced 

ñeyedò) who kept all of the about 250 youth from around the Synod in-

trigued and singing and hopping. We again thank the congregation for 

their support. 

Shiner Heritage 

Quilters 
Presents 

 

 

The Supper Quilt 
 

 
The ñSupper Quiltò is a  

magnificent interpretation of 

da Vinciôs Last Supper. 

 The quilt is composed of 

51,816 half-inch squares. 

 

Friday, March 19, 2010 

10:00 a.m. ð 4:00 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. Lecture ð  

Spiritual Aspects of the Quilt 

 

Saturday, March 20, 2010 

9:30 a.m. ð noon 

9:45 a.m. Lectureð 

Making the Quilt 

 

The quilt will be on display at 

the First United Methodist 

Church Activity Center,  

Shiner, Texas 

 

For more information, email 

shinerquilts@gmail.com, 

Or 

visit our web site: 

shinerheritagequilters.org 

Or 

call (361) 594-3185 

 

No charge for admission. 

Free-will offerings  

appreciated. 

SR. H IGH  GATHERING  W RAP-UP 

UPCOMING  YOUTH  BARBEQUE  

Saturday, March 20, 2010 

Kitchen behind the Community Center 

$7.00 per plate 

 
Barbeque ChickenðGerman PotatoesðGreen BeansðBake Sale 

 

To-Go Only!! 


